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ABOUT THIS CHAPTER

The middle school years are a critical make-or-break point for girls
and minority students. Experiences they have, and decisions they
make then, can effectively determine the options they will be prepared
to pursue during the remainder of their education and the career
choices that will be realistic for them. Given those consequences, it is
essential for scientists to understand what exactly is going on in these
middle school years that causes so many girls and minority students
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