lationships, sacial psychology, marital and
family relationships, research methods)
because many of the orwmﬁw..m contain up-
to-date and integrative reviews of topics
relevant to these courses. The chapters
to be recommended vary according to the
topic of the course. For example, the
chapters on emotions and personal and
family relationships would be excellent
additions to a course on current concep-
tions of relationships. I So:E 3388@&
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Janet Shibley Hyde and

Mareia C. Linn (Eds.)

The Psychology of Gender: Advances
Through Meta-Analysis

Baitimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1986. 293 pp.
ISBN 0-8018-2974-7. $35.00

the entire boaok for a course in interper-
sonal communication, and I would have
the students write the integrative com-
ments the Handbook asks. Based on my
reading of this book, it appears that the
field does not have such a text, and this
volume does not accomplish this goal.

Eoﬂ.mﬁ... the Handbook makes clear that

such a text is needed, and it might stim-
ulate further efforts. B

Jacquelynne Eccles

Janet Shibley Hyde, professor of psychology and director of the Women'’s Studies
Research Center at the University of Wisconsin—Madison, is author of Half the
Human Experience: The Psychology of Women. 8 Marcia C. Linn is adjunct pro-
fessor in the Graduate School of Education at the University of California,
Berkeley. She is author of the chapter “Science” in R. Dillon and R. ]. Sternberg
(Eds.) Cognition and Instruction. ® Jacquelynne Eccles, professor of psychology
and assistant vice president of research at the University of Michigan, is past presi-
dent of the American Psychological Association's Division of the Psychology of
Women (35). She is editor of The Psychology of Sex Differences and Sex Roles.

his book was assembled to demon-
strate the utility of meta-analysis in
studying the psychology of gender. kit
contains two types of chapters: (a) theo-
retical discussions of meta-analysis in
general and its applicability to the study
of gender differences and (b) examples of
the use of meta-analysis in specific do-
mains. Chapters of the first type include
a general discussion of meta-analytic
techniques (Hedges and Becker), a dis-
cussion of uses of meta-analysis in ex-
amining gender differences (Eagly; Linn),
a discussion of the validity of gender dif-
ference research (Eagly), and a summary
and discussion of the contents of this book
{Linn). Chapters of the second type focus
on gender differences in the following
domains: aggression (Hyde), spatial skills
and their implications for achievement in
mathematics and science (Linn and Pe-
tersen), causal attributions (Whitley,
McHugh, and Frieze), smiling and gazing
(Hall and Halberstadt), and susceptibility
to social influence (Becker).
Al chapters of both types are excel-
lent. The authors are to be complimented

on the clarity of their hypotheses and
their analytic strategies. It is rare to see
these issues discussed so explicitly and
comprehensively. If thoughtful meta-
analysis elicits this type of scrutiny and
care in research integration, theoretical
analysis, and methodological critique,
then it offers new hope for progress in
psychology in general, as well as in our
understanding of the psychology of gen-
der. But, as the authors are quick to point
out, meta-analysis, like any research
technique, can be misused and overused.
To their credit, the anthors provide a

comprehensive discussion of both the’

limitations and the possibilities of meta-
analysis.

Each of the three theoretical chapters
(Hedges and Becker; Eagly; Linn) out-
lines the uses and abuses of meta-analysis,
paying particular attention to both the
power of meta-analysis in assessing the
reliability, validity, and generalizability of
research metheds and findings, and the
advantages meta-analysis provides over
other forms of research synthesis, Hedges
and Becker present a clear overview of a

CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY, 1988, Vol. 33, No. 4

set of statistical tests designed specifically
to assess the homogeneity of effect size
and to test competing models of the
sources of heterogeneity. These tech-
niques are then used in each of the ex-
ample chapters. The chapters by Linn and
Eagly provide a more focused discussion
on the use of meta-analysis in the study
of gender differences. They pay particular
attention to issues of construct validity
and external validity. They also discuss
the pros and cons of various forms of re-
search synthesis, pointing out that any
form of synthesis is limited by the range
of the primary research on which it is
based. Although this may seem an obvious
staternent, one is struck in reading the
chapters with the limitations inherent in
the primary studies being synthesized
and with the power of the technique, in
the hands of thoughtful researchers, to
alert us to these problems.

Each of the five example chapters pro-
vides a main effects analysis. Gender dif-
ferences, in the stereotypic direction, are
strongest (six tenths to nine tenths of a
standard deviation unit} on measures of
mental rotation, gazing frequency,
aggression, and mathematics problem
solving after age 16. Differences of about
one third of a standard deviation unit
emerge on measures of spatial percep-
tion, smiling, and some aspects of suscep-
tibility to social influence. Small but con-
sistent differences also emerge on some
measures of causal attributions (though
none of the major theories regarding the
patterns of these differences are sup-
ported), helping behavior (males helping
more than females), and acquisition of in-
formation about science.

But more important, each of the five
example chapters provides tests of the
homogeneity of effect size and a series of
study by gender interactions. The inter-
action analyses are driven by either
methodological or theoretical consider-
ations that are carefully and clearly laid
out in each chapter. These analyses pro-
vide direct tests of specific hypotheses
regarding the reliability, validity, and
generalizability of particular construets,
measures, and/or commonly held beliefs.
The technique also allows the researcher
to test specific hypotheses regarding the
sources of between study variances in ef-
fect size and, thus, can be (and are) used

< _to test various theories about the nature

of gender differences in each domain
considered. Each chapter is an excellent
example of these strategies,

As one would expect, significant inter-
actions for study by gender effect size are
the norm. As Linn concludes, these
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