American work. This testifies to the use-
fulness of an exchange of ideas, and of 2
cumulative approach to science. New
ideas and theories in social psychology
may emerge from a specific cultural, so-
cial, and historical condition, but they can
prove their usefulness beyond that con-
dition. Social psychology is not entirely

parochial. Work being done in Anglo--

American countries can usefully be com-
bined theoretically and empirically with
that from German speaking countries.
This book shows that Germans know and
use what their colleagues are doing but
that they also contribute equally, though
with moEsznm &m,wnmu» mzﬁrﬁmm. ]
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b&o_mmo

g:—ﬁmmﬁcrsmn%
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Richard M. Lerner and

Terryl T. Foch (Eds.)
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Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum, 1987. 394 pp.
1SBN 0-89859-787-0. $39.95

Beview by
Jacquelynne 8. Eccles and
Christy Miller

Richard M. Lerner, professor of child
and adolescent development at The
Pennsylvania State University, is author
of Concepts and Theories of Human
Development (2nd ed.). ® Terryl T. Foch
is adjunct professor of psychology at
The Pennsylvania State University. m
Jacquelynne 8. Eccles is professor of
psychology and assistant vice-president
for research at the University of Michi-
gan. ® Christy Miller is a doctoral can-
didate in developmental psychology at
the University of Michigan.

According to the editors, this book ex-
plores “current theory and research
about the nature and extent of biological—
psychological interactions in early ado-
lescence,” using a multidisciplinary ap-
proach (p. 1). Lerner and Foch argue that
the rich interplay of biological, psycho-
social, and cultural influences on devel-
opment during adolescence necessitates,
as well as provides, a unique opportunity
for “multidisciplinary, theoretical and
empirical collaboration.” They also stress
the importance of a life-span perspective
in analyzing the early adolescent period.
Authors of the various chapters were se-
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lected because they exemplify this mul-
tidisciplinary life-span approach in either
their theoretical or empirical work. In
general the book does a reasonably good
job of meeting its goals. It is quite infor-
mative regarding conceptual models,
methodology, and the relations among a
wide variety of input and outcome vari-
ables. And much of the work is truly mul-
tidisciplinary.

The first half of the book contains five
theoretical chapters. Three of these
(Lerner and Foch; Lerner; and Petersen}
provide general multidisciplinary models
for understanding adolescence within a
life-span, biopsychosocial framework, All
i three give an excellent introduction to the
ooacmmx:w of development during this

%%\ Qumﬂc&. the importance of contextual and

bidirectional effects, and the value of a
goodness-of-fit perspective to under-
standing sacial development during this
period. The other two chapters introduce
two new perspectives: behavioral genetics
{Plomin and Fulker) and sociobiological
(MacDonald). Both offer interesting in-
troductions to their fields, but they are
less developed in terms of their imme-
diate applicability to general research on
American adolescence due, primarily, to
the current status of empirical work in
these fields,

The second half of the book contains
nine empirical chapters, each of which
summarizes the authors’ current work.
Five chapters (Brooks-Gunn; Crockett
and Petersen; Dornbusch, Gross, Duncan,
and Ritler; Lenerz, Kucher, East, Lerner,
and Lerner; and Simmons, Carlton-Ford,
and Blyth) report on either cross-sectional
or longitudinal studies of early adolescent
psychosocial development, primarily in
the school and peer context. Two chapters
report on hormonal effects on physical
and psychosocial changes (Comite et al.;
Nottleman et al.); one (Newcombe and

Dubas) reviews evidence of the associa-

beck) summarizes research on family ad-
aptation to early adolescent development.

There are two main drawbacks to thee

book as a whole: {a) the book’s themes
are not drawn together particularly well
across the chapters, and (b} the empirical
biclogical perspective, when it is pre-
sented, is not as well integrated as one
would hope into the bio-psycho-social
perspective outlined so cogently-fn the
chapters by Lerner and Foch; Lerner;
Petersen; and Brooks-Gunn.

The first drawback represents a prob-
lem common to many edited volumes. It
is best illustrated by comparing the first

and second halves of the bock to each
other. The first half of the book outlines
a number of interesting theoretical
frameworks that could be used in the
study of bio-psycho-social interactions
during adolescence. Some of these mod-
els are accompanied by useful method-
ological suggestions and {mplications that
can be used both to formulate one’s own
research and to evaluate the research of
others. The second half of the book is
comprised of nine empirical reports. By
and large, these chapters are quite inter-
esting and informative. Unfortunately, the
data presented are rarely tied explicitly
to the theoretical formulations outlined
in the first half. Although a few of the
authors do this, several do not. Since most
of these chapters have implicit relevance
to the models presented in the first half
of the boak, it would have been helpful
for the authors in each of the empirical
chapters to discuss their findings in terms
of the various theories outlined in Part 1.
The second problem reflects, I believe,
the state of the art: There is still very little
truly multidisciplinary work on early ad-
olescence that involves both biologists
and social scientists. Nevertheless, we
were struck with the major strides in this
direction represented particularly well by
the work discussed in the chapters by
Brooks-Cunn; Nottelman et al.; Petersen;
and Lenerz et al. We were also struck by
the impressive multidisciplinary work in
the other chapters involving both social
and psychological factors. This type of
work is particularly well represented in
the chapters by Dornbusch, et al.; Hill
and Holmbeck; and Simmons, which out-
line the importance of family dynamics,
maturational timing, and school transi-
tions for early adolescent psychological
development. The impact of contextual
effects on the meaning of biological mat-
uration is also nicely illustrated in the
chapter by Brooks-Gunn. Thus, although
the inner-biological aspects of early ad-
olescent development are not as well in-
tegrated into the empirical models, the
chapters, by and large, do provide theo-
retically rich, multidimensional ap-
proaches that exemplify the life-span
perspective outlined by Lerner and Foch;
Lerner; and Petersen in their introduc-
tory chapters.
In reading the book, one is given a
. sense of the multitude of psychological
““variables that are potentially related to
the biological process of puberty. For
those who might have a narrow definition
of biological and psychosocial develop-
ment at adelescencé, this book will be a
mind-broadening experience. Biological

CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY, 1988, Vol. 33, No. 12
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American work. This testifies to the use-
fulness of an exchange of ideas, and of 2
cumulative approach to science. New
ideas and thearies in social psychology
may emerge from a specific cultural, so-
cial, and historical condition, but they can
prove their usefulness beyond that con-
dition. Social psychology is not entirely
parochial. Work being done in Anglo-
American countries can usefully be com-
bined theoretically and empirically with
that from German speaking countries.
This book shows that Germans know and
use what their colieagues are doing but
that they also contribute equally, though
with sometimes different emphases, m
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Biological-Psychosocial Interactions
in Early Adolescence
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Richard M. Lerner, professor of child
and adolescent development at The
Pennsylvania State University, is author
of Concepts and Theories of Human
Development (2nd ed.). 8 Terryl T. Foch
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Jacquelynne S, Eccles is professor of
psychology and assistant vice-president
JSor research at the University of Michi-
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According to the editors, this book ex-
plores “current theory and research
about the nature and extent of biclogical-
psychological interactions in early ado-
lescence,” using a multidisciplinary ap-
proach (p. 1). Lerner and Foch argue that
the rich interplay of biological, psycho-
social, and cultural influences on devel-
opment during adolescence necessitates,
as well as provides, a unique opportunity
for “multidisciplinary, theoretical and
empirical collaboration.” They also stress
the importance of a life-span perspective
in analyzing the early adolescent period.
Authors of the various chapters were se-
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lected because they exemplify this mul-
tidisciplinary life-span approach in either
their theoretical or empirical work. In
general the book does a reasonably good
job of meeting its goals. It is quite infor-
mative regarding conceptual models,
methodology, and the relations among a
wide variety of input and outcome vari-
ables. And much of the work is truly mul-
tidisciplinary.

The first half of the book-contains five
theoretical chapters. Three of these
{Lerner and Foch; Lerner; and Petersen)
provide general multidisciplinary models
for understanding adolescence within a
life-span, biopsychosocial framework. All
three give an excellent introduction to the
complexity of development during this
period, the importance of contextual and
bidirectional effects, and the value of a
goodness-of-fit perspective to wunder-
standing social development during this
period. The other two chapters introduce
two new perspectives: behavioral genetics
(Plomin and Fulker) and sociobiological
(MacDonald}. Both offer interesting in-
troductions to their fields, but they are
less developed in terms of their imme-
diate applicability to general research on
American adolescence due, primarily, to
the current status of empirical work in
these fields.

The second half of the book contains
nine empirical chapters, each of which
summarizes the authors’ current work,
Five chapters (Brooks-Gunn; Crockett
and Petersen; Dornbusch, Gross, Duncan,
and Ritler; Lenerz, Kucher, East, Lerner,
and Lerner; and Simmons, Carlton-Ford,
and Blyth} report on either cross-sectional
or longitudinal studies of early adolescent
psychosocial development, primarily in
the school and peer context. Two chapters
report on hormonal effects on physical
and psychosocial changes (Comite et al,;
Nottleman et al.); one (Newcombe and

Dubas) reviews gvidence of the associa-

beck) summarizes research on family ad-
aptation to early adolescent development.

and second halves of the boek to each
other. The first half of the book outlines
a number of interesting theoretical
frameworks that could be used in the
study of bio-psycho-social interactions
during adolescence. Some of these mod-
els are accompanied by useful method-
ological suggestions and implications that
can be used both to formulate one’s own
research and to evaluate the research of
others. The second half of the book is
comprised of nine empirical reports. By
and large, these chapters are quite inter-
esting and informative. Unfortunately, the
data presented are rarely tied explicitly
to the theoretical formulations outlined
in the first half. Although a few of the
authors do this, several do not. Since most
of these chapters have implicit relevance
to the models presented in the first half
of the book, it would have been helpiul
for the authors in each of the empirical
chapters to discuss their findings in terms
of the various theories outlined in Part 1.

The second problem reflects, I believe,
the state of the art: There is still very little
truly multidisciplinary work on early ad-
olescence that involves both biologists
and social scientists. Nevertheless, we
were struck with the major strides in this
direction represented particularly well by
the work discussed in the chapters by
Brooks-Gunn; Nottelman et al.; Petersen;
and Lenerz et al. We were also struck by
the impressive multidisciplinary work in
the other chapters involving both social
and psychological factors. This type of
work is particularly well represented in
the chapters by Dornbusch, et al.; Hill
and Holmbeck; and Simmons, which out-
line the importance of family dynamics,
maturational timing, and school transi-
tions for early adolescent psychological
development. The impact of contextual
effects on the meaning of biological mat-
uration is also nicely illustrated in the
chapter by Brooks-Gunn. Thus, although
the inner-biological aspects of early ad-
olescent development are not as well in-
tegrated into the empirical models, the
chapters, by and large, do provide theo-

There are two main drawbacks to thec retically rich, multidimensional ap-

book as a whole: (a) the book's themes
are not drawn together particularly well
across the chapters, and (b) the empirical
biological perspective, when it is pre-
sented, is not as well integrated as one
would hope into the bio-psycho-social
perspective outlined so cogentlyth the
chapters by Lerner and Foch; Lerner;
Petersen; and Brooks-Gunn.

The first drawback represents a prob-
lem common to many edited volumes. It
is best illustrated by comparing the first

proaches that exemplify the life-span
perspective outlined by Lemer and Foch;
Lerner; and Petersen in their introduc-
tory chapters.
In reading the book, one is given a
. sense of the multitude of psychological
““variables that are potentially related to
the biological process of puberty. For
those who might have a narrow definition
of bjological and psychosocial develop-
ment at adelescence, this book will he a
mind-broadening experience. Biological
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American work. This testifies to the use-
fulness of an exchange of ideas, and of a
cumulative approach to science. New
ideas and theories in social psychology
may emerge from a specific cultural, so-
cial, and historical condition, but they can
prove their usefuiness beyond that con-
dition. Social psychology is not entirely
parochial. Work being done in Anglo-
American countries can usefuily be com-
bined theoretically and empirically with
that from German speaking countries.
This book shows that Germans know and
use what their colleagues are doing but
that they also contribute equally, though
with sometimes different emphases. W

Adolescence: A
Multidisciplinary
View

Richard M. Lerner and

Terryl T. Foch (Eds.)
Biolegical-Psychosocial Interactions
in Early Adolescence

Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum, 1987. 394 pp.
ISBN 0-89859-787-0. $39.95

Beview by
Jacquelynne S. Eccles and
Christy Miller

Richard M. Lerner, professor of child
and adolescent development at The
Pennsyluenia State University, is author
of Concepts and Theories of Human
Development (2nd ed.). ® Terryl T. Foch
is adjunct professor of psychology at
The Pennsylvania State University. m
Jacquelynne S. Eccles is professor of
psychology and assistant vice-president
Jor research at the University of Michi-
gan. & Christy Miller is a doctoral can-
didate in developmental psychology at
the University of Michigan.

According to the editors, this book ex-
plores “current theory and research
about the nature and extent of biological-
psychological interactions in early ado-
lescence,” using a multidisciplinary ap-
proach (p. 1). Lerner and Foch argue that
the rich interplay of biological, psycho-
social, and cultural influences on devel-
opment during adolescence necessitates,
as well as provides, a unique opportunity
for “multidisciplinary, theoretical and
empirical collaboration,” They also stress
the importance of a life-span perspective
in analyzing the early adolescent period.
Authors of the various chapters were se-
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lected because they exemplify this mul.
tidisciplinary life-span approach in either
their theoretical or empirical work. In
general the book does a reasonably good
job of meeting its goals. It is quite infor-
mative regarding conceptual models,
methodology, and the relations among a
wide variety of input and outcome vari-
ables. And much of the work is truly mul-
tidisciplinary.

The first balf of the book contains five
theoretical chapters. Three of these
(Lerner and Foch; Lerner; and Petersen)
provide general multidisciplinary models
for understanding adolescence within a
life-span, biopsychosocial framework. All
three give an excellent introduction to the
complexity of development during this
period, the importance of contextual and
bidirectional effects, and the value of a
goodness-of-fit perspective to under-
standing social development during this
period. The other two chapters introduce
two new perspectives: behavioral genetics
{Plomin and Fulker) and sociobiological
{MacDonald}. Both offer interesting in-
troductions to their fields, but they are
less developed in terms of their imme-
diate applicability to general research on
American adolescence due, primarily, to
the current status of empirical work in
these fields.

The second half of the book contains
nine empirical chapters, each of which
summarizes the authors’ current work.
Five chapters (Brooks-Gunn; Crockett
and Petersen; Dornbusch, Gross, Duncan,
and Ritler; Lenerz, Kucher, East, Lerner,
and Lerner; and Simmons, Carlton-Ford,
and Blyth) report on either cross-sectional
or longitudinal studies of early adolescent
psychosocial development, primarily in
the school and peer context. Two chapters
report on hormonal effects on physical
and psychosocial changes (Comite et al.;
Nottleman et al.); one (Newcombe an

Dubas) reviews evidence of the associa.

beck) summarizes research on family ad-
aptation to early adolescent development.

and second halves of the book to each
other. The first half of the book outlines
a number of interesting theoretical
frameworks that could be used in the
study of bio-psycho-social interactions
during adolescence. Some of these mod-
els are accompanied by useful method-
ological suggestions and implications that
can be used both to formulate one’s own
research and to evaluate the research of
others. The second half of the book is
comprised of nine empirical reports. By
and large, these chapters are quite inter-
esting and informative. Unfortunately, the
data presented are rarely tied explicitly
to the theoretical formulations outlined
in the first half. Although a few of the
authors do this, several do not. Since most
of these chapters have implicit relevance
to the models presented in the first half
of the book, it would have been helpful
for the authors in each of the empirical
chapters to discuss their fndings in terms
of the various theories outlined in Part 1.

The second problem reflects, I believe,
the state of the art: There is still very little
truly multidisciplinary work on early ad-
olescence that involves both biclogists
and social scientists. Nevertheless, we
were struck with the major strides in this
direction represented particularly well by
the work discussed in the chapters by
Brooks-Gunn; Nottelman et al.; Petersen;
and Lenerz et al. We were also struck by
the impressive multidisciplinary work in
the other chapters involving both social
and psychelogical factors. This type of
work is particularly well represented in
the chapters by Dornbusch, et al.; Hill
and Holmbeck; and Simmons, which out-
line the importance of family dynamics,
maturational timing, and school transi-
tions for early adolescent psychological
development. The impact of contextual
effects on the meaning of biological mat-
uration is also nicely illustrated in the
chapter by Brooks-Gunn. Thus, although
the inner-biological aspects of early ad-
olescent development are not as well in-
tegrated into the empirical models, the
chapters, by and large, do provide theo-

There are two main drawbacks to thee retically rich, multidimensional ap-

book as a whole: (a) the book's themes
are not drawn together particularty well
across the chapters, and (b) the empirical
biological perspective, when it is pre-
sented, is not as well integrated as one
would hope into the bio-psycho-social
perspective outlined so cogently-i the
chapters by Lerner and Foch: Lerner;
Petersen; and Brooks-Gumn.

The first drawback represents a prob-
lem common to many edited volumes. It
is best illustrated by comparing the first

proaches that exemplify the life-span
perspective outlined by Lerner and Foch;
Lerner; and Petersen in their introduc-
tory chapters,
In reading the book, one is given a
. sense of the multitude of psychological
“variables that are potentially related to
the biologieal process of puberty. For
those who might have a narrow definition
of biological and psychosocial develop-
ment at adslescence, this book will be a
mind-broadening experience. Biological

CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY, 1988, Vol 33, No. 12
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American work. This testifies to the use-
fulness of an exchange of ideas, and of a
cumulative approach to science. New
ideas and theories in social psychology
may emerge from a specific cultural, so-
cial, and historical condition, but they can
prove their usefulness beyond that con-
dition. Social psychology is not entirely
parochial. Work being done in Anglo-
American countries can usefully be com-
bined theoretically and empirically with
that from German speaking countries.
This book shows that Germans know and
use what their colleagues are doing but
that they also contribute equally, though
with sometimes different emphases. ®
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According to the editors, this book ex-
plores “current theory and research
about the nature and extent of biological-
psychological interactions in early ado-
lescence,” using a multidisciplinary ap-
proach {p. 1). Lerner and Foch argue that
the rich interplay of biological, psycho-
social, and cultural influences on devel-
opment during adolescence necessitates,
as well as provides, 2 unique opportunity
for “multidisciplinary, theoretical and
empirical collaboration.” They also stress
the importance of a life-span perspective
in analyzing the early adolescent period.
Authors of the various chapters were se-
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lected because they exemplify this mul-
tidisciplinary life-span approach in either
their theoretical or empirical work. In
general the book does a reasonably good
job of meeting its goals. It is quite infor-
mative regarding conceptual models,
methodolegy, and the relations among a
wide variety of input and outcome vari-
ables. And much of the work is truly mul-
tidisciplinary.

The first half of the book contains five
theoretical chapters. Three of these
{Lerner and Foch; Lerner; and Petersen)
provide general muitidisciplinary models
for understanding adolescence within a
life-span, biopsychosocial framework. All
three give an excellent introduction to the
complexity of development during this
period, the importance of contextual and
bidirectional effects, and the value of a
goodness-of-fit perspective to under-
standing social development during this
period. The other two chapters introduce
two new perspectives: behavioral genetics
(Plomin and Fulker) and sociobiclogical
(MacDonald). Both offer interesting in-
troductions to their fields, but they are
less developed in terms of their imme-
diate applicability to general research on
American adolescence due, primarily, to
the current status of empirical work in
these fields.

The second half of the book contains
nine empirical chapters, each of which
sumrmarizes the authors’ current work.
Five chapters (Brooks-Gunn; Crockett
and Petersen; Dornbusch, Gross, Duncan,
and Ritler; Lenerz, Kucher, East, Lerner,
and Lerner; and Simmons, Carlton-Ford,
and Blyth) report on either cross-sectional
or longitudinal studies of early adolescent
psychosocial development, primarily in
the school and peer context. Two chapters
report on hormonal effects on physical
and psychosocial changes (Comite et al.;
Nottleman et al.); one (Newcombe and
Dubas) reviews evidence of the associa-
tiocn betwee
€ ability; and one (Hill and Holm-
beck) simmarizes research on family ad-
aptation to early adolescent development.

and second halves of the bosk to each
other. The first half of the book outlines
a number of interesting theoretical
frameworks that could be used in the
study of bio-psycho-social interactions
during adolescence. Some of these mod-
els are accompanied by useful method-
ological suggestions and implications that
can be used both to formulate one’s own
research and to evaluate the research of
others. The second half of the book is
comprised of nine empirical reports. By
and large, these chapters are quite inter-
esting and informative. Unfortunately, the
data presented are rarely tied explicitly
to the theoretical formulations outlined
in the first half. Although a few of the
authors do this, several do not. Since most
of these chapters have implicit relevance
to the models presented in the first haif
of the book, it would have been helpful
for the authors in each of the empirical
chapters to discuss their findings in terms
of the various theories outlined in Part 1.

The second problem refiects, I believe,
the state of the art: There is still very little
truly multidisciplinary work on early ad-
olescence that involves both biologists
and social scientists. Nevertheless, we
were struck with the major strides in this
direction represented particularly well by
the work discussed in the chapters by
Brooks-Guna; Nottelman et al.; Petersen;
and Lenerz et al. We were also struck by
the impressive multidisciplinary work in
the other chapters involving both social
and psychological factors. This type of
waork is particularly well represented in
the chapters by Dornbusch, et al.; Hill
and Holmbeck; and Simmons, which out-
line the importance of family dynamics,
maturational timing, and school transi-
tions for early adolescent psychological
development. The impact of contextual
effects on the meaning of biological mat-
uration is also nicely illustrated in the
chapter by Brooks-Gunn. Thus, although
the inner-bioclogical aspects of early ad-
olescent development are not as well in-
tegrated into the empirical models, the
chapters, by and large, do provide theo-

There are two main drawbacks to thec retically rich, multidimensional ap-

book as a whole: (a) the book’'s themes
are not drawn together particularly well
across the chapters, and (b} the empirical
biclogical perspective, when it is pre-
sented, is not as well integrated 25 one
would hope into the bio-psycho-social
perspective outlined so cogently=i the
chapters by Lerner and Foch; Lerner;
Petersen; and Brooks-Gunn.

The first drawback represents a prob-
lem common to many edited volumes. It
is best illustrated by comparing the first

proaches that exemplify the life-span
perspective outlined by Lerner and Foch;
Lerner; and Petersen in their introduc-
tory chapters.
In reading the book, one is given a
. sense of the multitude of psychological
“variables that are potentially related to
the biological process of puberty. For
those who might have a narrow definition
of biological and psychosocial develop-
ment at adelescence, this book will be a
mind-broadening experience. Biclogical
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